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REPORTING ERRORS AND RECOMMENDING IMPROVEMENTS

You can help to improve this manual. If you find any mistake or if you know of a way
to improve the procedures, please let us know. Mail your letter or DA Form 2028
(Recommended Changes to Publications and Blank Forms) direct to: Commander, US
Army Troop Support and Aviation Materiel Readiness Command, ATTN: DRSTS-
MPSD, 4300 Goodfellow Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63120. A reply will be furnished directly
to you.
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S e c t i o n  I .  I n t r o d u c t i o n

1. General. This bulletin provides instruction for inspecting, placing drain holes, and repair welding
the ribbon bridge interior bay ponton deck extrusion.

2. Inspection. Inspect the interior bay bow ponton extrusion. This defect appears as a ripple or
discontinuity in the top skin of the extrusion. Visually examine all of these areas for cracks.  Clearly
mark any crack noted in order that it can be repaired.

Section II. Maintenance Procedures

1. Tools Required. The following measuring and marking items and tools are required:
a. Three foot min straight edge or yardstick
b. Scale or tape measure
c. Pincil or Scriber
d. Center punch
e. Chalk line (optional to Item a)
f. Electric Drill Gun with 3/8 dia drill
g. File
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F I G U R E  I  DRAIN HOLE LOCATION
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2.

3.

Personnel. Placing the holes in the bow ponton requires two men.

Measuring, Marking, and Hole Drilling Procedure.

a. Using a scale or tape measure, mark out two points on underside of decking overhang on end of
ponton bay to dimension shown on figure 1.

b. Draw a straight line through the points or snap a chalk line.

c. Measure off centers to dimensions shown in figure 1 and center punch each center.

d. Drill through underside skin only of decking extrusion 20 places and remove burrs with file.
NOTE: The drill gun may have to be angled due to lack of space between end skin and hole centers.

e. Repeat procedures 1 through 3 on other end of bay. Holes should be placed on both ends of both
bow pontons of each interior bay.

4. Repair Welding. Cracks noted and marked during the inspection in Section II above shall be weld-
ed using repair welding procedures contained in TM 5-5420-209-12, Section VI, steel and Aluminum
welding, General Repair. The bow ponton deck extrusion is 6061-T6 Aluminum Alloy.
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